


Active Skin Care
Report Summary

Novel delivery systems enable the creation of next-

generation cosmetic and OTC skin care products.

Bioavailability, site targeting, time of residence,

release characteristics, and aesthetic properties can be

optimized. These systems facilitate co-formulation of

incompatible ingredients and stabilization of volatile or

photosensitive agents. Delivery systems can increase

shelf-life, extend product life cycles, and boost user

compliance and loyalty.

The skin is a highly effective barrier to the movement

of actives into and across the skin, but the use of novel

topical and transdermal delivery systems enables

improved products and breakthrough applications.

The selection of a system depends on the chemistry

and nature of the active, targeted tissues, site of appli-

cation, desired release characteristics, and preferred

cosmetic features. A wide range of delivery systems is

available, including colloidal systems, encapsulation

technologies, patches,“patchless patch” technologies,

penetration enhancers, and active transport devices.

The Active Skin Care report details the potential 

for delivery systems to impact the cosmetic and 

OTC markets. Background on dermal delivery, the

structure and chemistry of the skin, and formulation

guidelines are presented. Basic topical dosage forms

are reviewed,and the six main types of dermal delivery

systems are explained. Commonly used active ingredi-

ents for skin care and conditions treated topically or

transdermally are also discussed. Trends in skin care

and the status of the global market are evaluated.

Finally, more than 90 verified business opportunities

in delivery systems are presented.

Table of Contents
Executive Summary

Introduction
• Delivery of Active Ingredients
• Selection of Delivery Method

Market Analysis
• OTC Products
• Cosmetic Products
• Delivery Systems

Skin: Structure, Function, and Penetration
• Structure and Chemistry of Skin
• Stratum Corneum
• Penetration of Actives

Dermal Delivery Methods and Product Design
• Transdermal Delivery
• Topical Delivery
• Formulation Guidelines
• Regulatory Considerations

Dermal Delivery Systems: Components and
Characteristics

• Basic Properties of Vehicles
• Colloidal Systems
• Encapsulation
• Patches
• Patchless Patches
• Penetration Enhancers
• Active Transport Devices

Active Skin Care Applications
• Active Agents and Compounds
• Conditions Suitable for Dermal Treatment

Trends in Skin Care

Business Opportunities

About Technology 
Catalysts International

Technology Catalysts International (TCI) was

founded in 1979 to provide consulting services

that satisfy the technology transfer and business

research needs of industry. We specialize in technol-

ogy transfer, technology assessment, and technology

portfolio management. The firm’s headquarters are in

Falls Church,Virginia, a suburb of Washington, D.C.

Our global network includes offices in Japan, India,

Argentina, the United Kingdom, Germany, and the

Czech Republic.

Our research staff is comprised of professionals with

backgrounds in a variety of technical  disciplines,

with additional expertise in international marketing,

licensing, finance, and business development. They

are skilled in providing clients with strategically

important competitive information worldwide.

The breadth of our experience ensures clients of

high quality, actionable information, and complete

coverage on topics of interest.

TCI’s core consulting services are based on contin-

ued monitoring of technological product develop-

ment activities on a global basis. The company

provides consulting and technology transfer services

to leading product developers and manufacturers 

in North and South America, Europe, and Asia.

Our client base consists of small, medium, and large

companies.

For more information on our services and capabili-

ties, please visit us on the Internet at:

www.technology-catalysts.com


